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exaggerated impression that the country was
coming round to Home Rule. On Gladstone
himself the support of his party, which he con-
founded with the English working classes, acted as
a powerful stimulant, converting what seems at first
to have been a resolution adopted solely on grounds
of expediency into an ethical conviction held and
expressed with all the energy of his rich and
passionate nature ; while his fervid utterances, in
their turn, communicated fresh enthusiasm to the
followers, whose opinions he fed with an inexhaus-
tible stream of argument and illustration.

Assuming that the masses were on his side, the
new leader of the Home Rule party declared that
in all the great political issues of the previous sixty
years they had been right and the classes wrong.
It was candid on his part to say so, for the clearest
instance of such a correct judgment had been given
in the case of the American War, when he himself
had sided with the slave-holders against the
majority of the English people ; but he might
have remembered how, in his youth, the masses
were against Catholic Emancipation, which the
classes, as represented by an unreformed House of
Commons, had repeatedly approved. A still better
evidence of fallibility is that the oracle does not
always agree with itself. In three General
Elections, coming sufficiently near together, a
plebiscite has been practically taken on Home
Rule. It was rejected in 1886, accepted In 1892,
and rejected again in 1895*

Besides the masses, which have proved such an
untrustworthy tribunal, Gladstone appealed to
another and more select authority, the historians,